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Welcome to our new members
Student/Postdoc:  
• Matt Sievert – The University of Illinois at Urbana Champhaign
• Prashanth Shanmuganathan- BNL
• Ajeeta Khatiwada- Los Alamos National Laboratory

General Members: 
• Megan Connors – Georgia State University  (thanks for coming back for a 2nd

round.)
• Ralf Seidl – Riken 
• Shinichi Esumi – University of Tsukuba 

Appointed Members: 
• Yacine Mehtar-Tani – BNL 
• Peter Petreczky – BNL 
• Zhenyu Ye – UIC

New Chair Elect:
Ron Belmont – University of North Carolina Greensboro 
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Many thanks to the Outgoing Members: 
Student/Postdoc Members: 
• Jasmine Breewer - MIT
• Sooraj Radhakirshnan – LBNL
• David Tlusty – Creighton University 

Appointed Member: 
• Kenneth Barish – UC Riverside 

General Members: 
• Bratt Fadem – Muhlenberg College  
• Claudia Ratti – University of Houston 
• Bjorn Schenke - BNL
• Aihong Tang – BNL 

Past Chair: 
• Daniel Cebra – UC Davis
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UEC Members
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Hard working smiley faces… 
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https://www.bnl.gov/guv/staff.php



What do we do? 
The Group’s purpose is to provide an organized channel for the 
interchange of information between the Laboratory administration 
and those who use BNL’s nuclear, high-energy, and heavy-ion, 
radiobiological, and testing facilities. Representing a wide 
spectrum of research workers, the group will make known to the 
BNL administration the needs and desires of those actively 
engaged in leading research projects, while providing a means for 
BNL to inform them of current and future plans for the Laboratory. 
It is expected that this will enable the Laboratory administration 
better to evaluate the needs of its users' so they can more 
efficiently plan their use of Laboratory facilities.

Communicate important issues to lab management, and vice-versa 

- Meet once a month, currently 2nd Friday at 2:00 pm
http://www.rhicuec.org/
(Asian Colleagues cannot participate – doodle late 2019) 
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Working Groups
Site Access and Science:  
– Badging, training, the EIC, etc. 
Funding, Politics and Programmatics
– Washington DC trip, Petitions, Letters, etc. 
Meetings, Communications and Outreach 
– AUM, DNP, open forums, etc. 
Quality of Life 
– Food (especially access to food at odd hours), Housing, 
Transportation, Day Care (or lack there-of), etc. 
Diversity 
– Maintaining a diverse, productive and stress free work force 

http://www.rhicuec.org/
(Please review the UEC website and sign up with Kelly )
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Communication:
Minutes of our meetings? 
– (For Asian Colleagues and the members who cannot 

be accommodated
– For users who are  curious about our discussions)
Format: 
– Email to UEC Members and Users  (Website?)
– Volunteers/ Set up a new Committee 
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Meetings  & Open Forms: 

• Organize the Annual User Meeting (~ Tuesday-Friday mid June)
- Workshops, plenary sessions 
- Chair of the organizing committee:  Ron Belmont 
- (Need to identify the dates soon. )

• Open forum twice a year: at the Fall DNP Meeting and at the Annual Users Meeting 

9

- The goal is to hear directly from Users 
regarding issues that affect User research & 
productivity while using BNL facilities 

The Fall DNP Meeting is held in October
– Usually have a brief professional meeting and 
dinner/social in  conjunction with the Open 
Forum 



MCO: Meetings, Communication & Outreach
• Ron Belmont 

– Open Forum at the DNP
– Users Meeting 2020
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UEC Guests: 
• Invite guests to stimulate discussions about research and 

life:  BNL managers? 

• 2017/2018 Guests:
– Sept 18 – Robert Tribble, Deputy Director for Science and 

Technology
– April 18 - Shirley Kendall, Diversity Office Manager
– Feb 18 - Michael Thoennessen, Editor in Chief, APS
– Jan 18 - Kerstin Kleese van Dam, Director of Computational 

Science Initiative
– Dec 17 - Thomas Roser, Chair, Collider-Accelerator Department
– Nov 17 - Abhay Deshpande, Director of EIC Science
– Oct 17 - Doon Gibbs, Lab Director
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Nuclear Physics DC Day: 

• Educate Congress about the importance of Nuclear Science
• One day trip sometime in March-May : 2019’s trip was Monday March 11th 

• Talk to representatives about the importance of Nuclear Science to the Nation 
and the economy and how we want to do the best science possible

• 97 RHIC, JLAB and FRIB Users formed into 22 teams - 29 RHIC/AGS Users made it. 
• An important activity - all UEC members are welcome and encouraged to attend 
• – This is a private trip (i.e. you pay) 
• Please send you private (non-governmental) email address to Kelly and Sevil
( A webpage to sign in their non-governmental email addresses for BNL employees. )
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DNP/APS Committees and Awards
• Recommendations for :
• committees
• Awards 

Nominating Committee? 
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QOL: Quality of Life
• Rosi Reed 
• Main point of interest is the new catering 

company
– New York State Commission for the Blind's Business 

Enterprise Program
– Food Quality?  (I have heard it is comparable)
– Dishware/to-go packages?  (More waste seems to be 

generated)
– Protestors from previous contractor?
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Thanks to Kathy Nasta: Meeting with Daniels & Fallier
Purpose of this meeting is for UECs to have opportunity to ask questions/express concerns 
regarding housing, transportation, food services, Discovery Park, and other items of interest 
to all user communities on site.
1st meeting: Sep 23th 11 am. 



SAS: Site Access / Science
• Kathy Nasta
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